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“We focus on your technology so you can focus on your business”

What to Expect When Re-
designing or Creating Your
Website

Michael Benoy, Senior Applications Ana-
lyst 1l with StarTech Computing, Inc.

If you are considering creating a
new website for your business or
re-designing your current site,
here are some things to expect
and watch out for.
Have a clear vi-
sion. This part
o \lx can take some
B time but it is time
f’x well spent. Before
£ ¢ you even begin to
look for a devel-
oper or designer to work with on
your site, you need to do some
brainstorming of what you want.
You will need to come up with the
type of content you want, the fea-
tures and functionality you would
like and maybe even a rough idea
of how you want it to look. Once
you have these things in mind and
documented (make sure to create
a back up, too) then you should
start putting content together.
Gather the pictures and text you
would like on each page. Try to
be as thorough as possible here.
Being proactive and getting your
content ready before hand can
really help control costs and keep
a project on track. Without hav-
ing this vision and content up
front it is very likely that a site will
drag on and deadlines will be
missed and the cost could go well
beyond your budget. If you are
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having a hard time coming up with
content or a vision for your site,
that is okay, just expect to spend
some more time with a designer/
developer to help you hammer
out those details. Working with
your internal marketing staff or a
marketing firm is a great way to
get input and help in gathering
content.

Now that you have an idea of
wh a't you want,
designer and developer. These
can often be the same person/
company or may even be two
separate companies. Be pre-
pared to spend some time with
the designer or developer you are
considering. Go over your content
and vision for the site. And while
you are meeting with them, go
over your business. Let them
know the business vision, go over
your mission statement, give
them some history and back-
ground. You want to engage the
potential de-
signer/
developer in
your business
and get them
excited. A de-
signer/
developer that
knows the busi-
ness they are working for will gen-
erally create a better site that is in
line with your goals. If the de-
signer/developer does not seem
interested in knowing about your
business, you might want to con-
sider a different designer/
developer.
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A great website is not cheap.
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ing factor in a site. You may find
someone who will give you a
new site for a very affordable
price, but if they give you a price
before you have gone over your
vision and content then you can
be fairly sure that the final cost
will probably go well beyond the
initial price they gave you. Inex-
perienced designer/developers,

i Qr even p?oplenggwn tths street
who thought they would give
web development a try, are usu-
ally very affordable. The down
side with this is that the site may
not look professional or will not
be well optimized. For example,
if your target audience is the
visually impaired, the site you
create should be easily viewed
(or in this case heard) through a
screen reader. An inexperienced
designer/developer may happen
to make a great looking site, but
it may not come out correctly
when ran through a screen
reader so your target audience
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The other downfall would be that
the sites content would not be
optimized. By properly optimiz-
ing your content you ensure that
search engines can find your
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the key points of the content are.
After all, this is the whole point
of having a website!

Once you are ready to move for-
ward and start to create the ac-
tual website, you will want to
make sure the designer/
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developer you have chosen is
backing up their work along the
way. Computers crash or files ac-
cidently get deleted. If backups
are done regularly on your site (at
least once a day) you can rest easy
that if something bad happens
along the way you will not lose

now and into the future. Give us a
call today! 888-385-0607.

Focus on Julie Winger

Julie Winger, Director of Business
Development, has been with

customers and ensuring we work
with them the way they need us
to work with them. Each cus-
tomer has unique needs and a
cookie C cutter approach is not
how we approach each relation-
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StarTech Computing for 8 years GKSANI dzy Al d:

this month. Prior to joining the

making backups, make sure the StarTech Computing team she was
designer/developer is verifying 3 customer!

them as well. There is nothing -1

much, if anything. In addition to

Farm Technology Days
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worse than being two days from a
launch and having a computer
crash only to find out that the
backup is corrupt and you have
nothing and have to start over.

For most websites, the designer/
developer may be setting up your
hosting account and for new
websites, also registering domain
names for you. You should make
sure these are set up with ac-
counts that you will be able to
login to. You will want to make
sure that you get all usernames
and passwords. With new domain
registrations you should make
sure that you are listed as the do-
main name administrative con-
tact. This can help you in the fu-
ture if your chosen designer/

developer becomes unavailable
and you need to switch to a new
designer/developer. If you ever
should switch designer/

developers then make sure you
update all the accounts for your
website so that they have a new
password. This will help keep
things more secured and you will

be less likely to have issues.

StarTech Computing is here to
provide you with a website that
will meet your business needs

As a past cus-

tomer of
StarTech Com-
puting, Julie

worked for a
staffing com-
pany and one
of her roles
was ensuring
that the technology was in place
to allow the remote offices to con-
nect to the server and data lo-
cated in Red Wing, Minnesota.
After negative experiences with
other technology companies, Julie
contacted StarTech Computing
and she said StarTech made her
look good in her job!

Julie resides in Ellsworth with her
husband. Together they have 4
grown daughters and 6 wonderful,
happy grandchildren. Another
daughter is getting married this
summer T busy, fun days!

In her spare time she enjoys her
home, reading, golfing, traveling,
and riding on the Harley with her
husband. Recently they took a
4,300 mile trip to Banff, Canada.

Julie grew up on a large (500
acres) dairy/crop farm outside of
Ellsworth so she is very excited
about Farm Technology Days.
(More on this in another article.)

In her role at StarTech Computing
she enjoys interacting with the
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newsletter we will be exhibiting at
Farm Technology Days, to be held
near
River
Falls,
WI
July
20-22,
2010.
For more information visit the
following website:
www.piercefarmtech.com

In polling our employees we have
several with a rural agriculture
background. The experiences are
varied from dairy to working with
horses, to spending time on a
farm that has been in the family
for over 70 years. One of our em-
ployees grew up on what she
OFrfftSR | aavlftfé
ing of 720 acres. Not so sure |
would call that small! Animals of
many types were mentioned: cat-
tle, horses, chickens, pigs, ducks
and of course the farm cats. Even
the threshing days of the past
were mentioned. People are
proud of their rural roots.

Please consider visiting Farm
Technology Days this July!

Thank you for your businesse appreci-
ate it. Call us anytime with comments on
how we are meeting your needs. We
value your feedback. Please contact Julie
Winger, Director, Business Development
888-385-0607.



